News - Agricultural Engineering Department - 1959-04 by unknown
April 27, 1959 
Space is again a limiting factor in permitting us t up to date on hap-
penings in the department. Indeed,the first quar has been one of in-
tt=nse activity and several splendid achievements. Here are some of the high lights: 
LIBtMR 
An Important First 
This year for the first time our students 
had their "own" space at the Engineering 
Open House. It was a CID Air Structure, 
40 by 100 feet, erected on a parking lot 
on the north end of the campus. Strate-
gically placed from the standpoint of 
spectator traffic,the air house attracted 
an estimated 11,000 people, mostly high 
school students, to view the Agricultural 
Engineering exhibits and the payoff: The 
Agricultural Engineering students won the 
I SEE Award for the best exhibit area in 
the entire event. 
On the left is Wayne L. Peterson,Agricul-
tural Engineering junior from Kings, who 
was in charge of the department exhibit 
at Engineering Open House. Faculty Adviser H. B. Puckett helps Wayne hold the I 
SEE Awar~which went to the agricultural engineering students for the best over-
all exhibit area. 
Other Student Notes 
Three of the 15 men named as Knights of St.Patrick this spring were Agricultural 
Engineering students. Knighted were Herschel H. Klueter, Edwardsville; John J. 
Brennan, Collinsville; and Finis Schultz, Jerseyville. For the second succes-
sive year the Agricultural Engineering Queen candidate was a finalist. This year 
the students sponsored Miss Jane Murray, a lovely freshman girl from Lockport. 
The name of David c. Johnson, Cherry Valley, has been inscribed on the Bronze 
Tablet. 
Larry F. Huggins, Macon, and Robert E. Reints, Jr., Sycamore, have maintained 
perfect academic averages for the past three semesters. Both of these men are 
charter members of the B and B Club and have consistently maintained "tops" posi-
tions. 
Graduates in February were Henry J. Auchstetter, Mendota, and David C. Johnson, 
Cherry Valley, now at home awaiting call to military service; John A. Chapman, 
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Greenfield, engineer with the Harrison Cropsav~r Company, Champaign; R. L. Mc-
Nabb, Decatur; and Don L. Smith, Pittsfield, enrolled in the Graduate College, 
University of Illinois. 
Department Events 
More than 180 people battled a wet, heavy snow on March 10 to attend the Sixth 
Annual Farm Machinery Day. Some spent as long as seven hours en route, but by 
noon all but five pre-registrants had arrived. The meeting was very successful. 
On March 2 the Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association held a short 
course in the department arranged cooperatively by the department, the Soil Con-
servation Service, and the association. Attendance was very good. Seen in the 
audience was Jay Reed Bishop, '40, LeRoy. 
The regular College of Agriculture Short Course attracted some 75 students this 
year, of whom 68 were enrolled in one or more courses in the department. The 
average number of agricultural engineering courses taken by the individual short 
course student was 2.3, or nearly half of the full-time load of five courses. 
Travelers 
One -pf the two speakers featured at the January meeting of the Quad-City Section, 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers,was Professor Frank Andrew, '4~ Pro-
fessor George E. Pickard had a similar role at the February meeting. On each 
occasion ·a University plane was chartered to enable several staff members to ac-
company the speaker. 
Frofe.ssor Wendell Bowers, '48, recently traveled to Collllilbia, Missouri, to at-
tend and participate in the Planning Committee Meeting of the Central States 4-H 
Tractor Driving Contest. The contest will be held in Columbia early in October, 
and some 18 states will participate. 
Professor George E. Pickard and Mr. Walter Roll, '58, have returned from Kansas 
City, where they attended and participated in a Production School Seminar spon-
sored by the Midw2st Feed Manufacturers Association. High-lighting the seminar 
were papers and discussions on pelleting and pelletized feeds. 
Late in January Dr. B. A. Jones, Jr., '49, and Mr. R. D. Black, '52, battled the 
elements to and from Madison, Wisconsin, to participate in deliberations of two 
North Central Regional Research Committees, one on water infiltration and the 
other on irrigation and drainage. 
Last month Mr. Hoyle B. Puckett traveled to Raleigh, North Carolina, where he 
served as representative of the Agricultural Engineering Research Division,U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, and this department in a symposium on the use of 
electrical energy in agriculture. 
Professor J. A. Weber, '42, spent several days in Detroit during March serving 
as consultant to the United States Army and other elements of the armed services 
on problems in the general area of land locomotion mechanics. 
Your correspondent spent March 10 through 14atthe University of Florida,Gaines-
ville, as consultant for the proposed Center for Advanced Studies in Engineering 
and Science. 
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AltLrnni Not es 
Dorland Smi t h, '58, likes his work as power use advise~ Menard Electric Coopera-
tive, Petersburg. Recently he has been especially busy designing electrically 
heated floors for farrowing houses and automatic feeding systems. His coopera-
tive is very active in the 4-H electric project, and Dorland attends to many of 
the details in connection with this work. 
Wayne Jones, '53, Illinois Powe~ Company, is doing an outstanding job as chairman 
of the FFA Committee, Illinois Farm Electrification Council. At present he is 
attempting to assemble a kit on electric controls for teachers of vocational 
agriculture. 
Murray W. Forth, '50, continues in a position of leadership in the Quad-City 
Section of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers. This year he has been 
in charge of arranging the technical evening sessions for that organization. 
Scribe and Assistant Professor Robert M. Peart, '57, now on leave at Purdue, is 
making straight A's on his work leading to the Doctor of Philosophy degree. 
Otto E. Johnson, '43, - who has been assistant chief engineer at the Canton Works, 
International Harvester Company, will soon be going to Hinsdale as a divisional 
chief engineer at the IHC's new Resear~ and Engineering Center. 
Mr. Fred Crawford, former staff member in the department, has transferred from 
John Effa Supply Company to Tazewell Builders, Tremont, Illinois. 
Mr. Dale Cronkite, '38, was a recent visitor in the department. D3.le operates a 
360-acre stock and grain farm and provides engineering service to a wide clien-
tele near Rossville. 
Loren Maxey, former 'student in agricultural engineering, is now operating a siz-
able dairy farm near Greeley, Colorado. 
OOPS! 
In the listing of sponsors of agricultural engineering research in the December 
Newsletter, the Portland Cement Association was inadvertently omitted. This as~ 
sociation is assisting inastudy on concrete rigid frames for agricultural uses. 
Leading the project is Instructor Errol D. Rodda, '51, under the general super-
vision of Professor E. L. Hansen. Also, your reporter went haywire in listing 
the name of one sponsor; it should have been the Kewanee Machinery and Conveyor 
Company. 
Coming 
The next quarterly newsletter will give a quick glimpse into the research pres-
ently under way in the department. The target date for mailing is June 10. Watch 
for it. 
Best wishes to all alumni and other friends of the department. Remember to drop 
by when you come this way; it is always a pleasure to see you. 
Frank B. Lanham 
